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necessary to say here that, as a result of the work of the various
columns, great progress was made in the pacification of the Mil
tracts and many more Burmese slaves were liberated.

THE    WUNTHO    EXPEDITION,   1891.

The State of Wuntho was classed as a Shan State, but was never
at any time on the same footing as the true Shan States, and only
escaped becoming an integral part of the Burmese Empire, like the
neighbouring districts, through Burmese want of system. In 1891
it had a population of about 150,000 and an area of about 2,400
square miles. It was an independent state ruled by Maung Aung
Myat, the son of the old Sawbwa who had abdicated in 1881. An
expedition had been sent into Wuntho in 1887, an account of which
has been given on another page, but, previous to 1891 it had never
been actually hostile to the British. It had, however, been a
constant source of annoyance, in that it was the resort of all bad
characters from Burma.

In January 1891 a small column left Katha in search of two
dacoits named Nga Hmat and Po Thein who had fled to this state.
The former surrendered with a following of about forty men, but
to get at the latter it was necessary to traverse a part of the country
of the old Sawbwa, who had been passively hostile to the British
ever since the annexation of Upper Burma.

Probably hastened by the action of this column, and also,
-_   ,,      , ...            perhaps, by the advance of the railway

Wuntho rebellion.           f         r y     J                                                      J

into the  country,  a rebellion suddenly

broke out at this time in both the north and south of Wuntho.
Though no rumour of the approaching rising had reached the
British authorities in the neighbourhood, it had undoubtedly been
well organized beforehand. It began by the Sawbwa attacking
Kawlin in the centre, while his father attacked the posts in the neigh-
bourhood of Katha, and Maung San Nyan made for those round
Tigyaing. The first news of any hostility that reached Mandalay
was the information received on the 14th February to the effect
that the Katha column's road was blocked and that some shots
had been exchanged.

On the 16th February rebels from Wuntho broke into
Kawlin, and set fire to several buildings, but were eventually
driven out by the police. Reinforcements of police arrived the
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